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Demon-possession and Allied Themes, being an Inductive Study 
of Phenomena of Oub Own Times. By Bev. John L. Nevius, D.D., 
forforty years a Missionary to the Chinese, etc.,etc. Chicago, New’York! 
Toronto: Fleming H. Eevell Company, 1895. 

The title of this book, when we first read it, raised high hopes in us. 
We assumed at once that it indicated a contribution to anthropological 
and psychological literature which would prove of great value because 
written by an educated and travelled observer, who had had exceptional 
opportunities for such studies among a strange and interesting people. 
\Ve thought, as a matter of course, that we should learn, by a process of 
close inductive reasoning, based upon original observation, new phases 
of the universal manifestation of hysterical and hypnotic phenomena 
under the influence of crude and primitive beliefs. We had read Reg- 
mer’s instructive monograph, 1 in which it is shown that these peculiar 
psychical perversions were important elements in the practices of ancient 
religions. We were familiar, of course, with the work done by Charcot 
and his school in illustrating these same phenomena in the middle-age 
witchcraft plagues. We had, and have, no doubt that a rich field 
remains still to be explored and reclaimed by science among eontem- 
porary African and Asiatic peoples; and we thought that we saw in the 
title of this book the promise of the beginning of such a work. 

But we were mistaken. The book has been a painful surprise to us 
and a complete disappointment. We were not very familiar with Chinese 
missionary literature, and we were amazed to discover how little that we 
can call good, useful, original, reasonable, and scientific an old Chinese 
missionary could put into a book as a result of forty years’ observation in 
a strange land. A feeling in us, which was never entirely sympathetic 
with missionary enterprises in China and elsewhere, has been intensified 
into one of downright aversion by this unfortunate book. 

The object of Dr. Nevius is to preserve a chronicle of certain occult 
manifestations among the Chinese and to prove that they were true in¬ 
stances of “ demon-possession.” 

The author 8 claim, however, that he has made an inductive study 
cannot be allowed for a moment. It is so preposterous as scarcely to be 
taken seriously. He states that he went to China a disbeliever in demon¬ 
possession, and yet he acknowledges that he always believed in a literal 
interpretation of the demonology of the New Testament. What can be 
expected from an “ inductive ” philosopher who assumes everything in 
his premises? He claims that his study is based upon observation, 
whereas the argument is based upon a tissue of the crudest and most 
transparent superstitions and ghost-stories of an ignorant peasantry. 
These tales were accepted on the testimony of native and foreign Christians 
who evidently were as superstitious as Dr. Nevius himself, and were 
confirmed by replies to a circular letter from other missionaries who 
were of the same type of mind. 

The “ phenomena,” in brief, were of the conventional kind—haunted 
houses, strange noises, destruction of dishes and furniture, table-rapping, 
bad luck, and last, and alone important, quite typical hysterical and 
hypnotic manifestations, with which alone we are concerned. All 
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these phenomena were accepted by our " inductive ” missionary as so 
many incontrovertible proofs of demon-possession. No adequate attempt 
was made to investigate them in a rational spirit; on the contrary, the 
author of the book was promptly converted to an implicit belief in this 
heathenish diabolism, and upon this mass of misinterpreted facts he has 
written one of the most extraordinarily perverted books of the present 

only original part of Dr. Nevius’s book is in the first few chap¬ 
ters, in which he narrates, very inadequately and with absolute credulity, 
incidents of the so-called demon-possession among the Chinese. This 
part, which might have been expanded into a most interesting and val¬ 
uable exposition of fetish-worship and hystero-hypnotic manifestations 
among a remote people in the depths of China, is written in such a prej¬ 
udiced spirit and with such absolute disregard for all the rules of scien¬ 
tific criticism, that it presents material of practically little value to the 
anthropologist, and of such a kind as can only be accepted after much 
winnowing from chaff, and after careful comparison with studies by 
more reliable observers—which we hope may yet be made. 

It is sufficient for us to note that, even according to the misconcep¬ 
tions of Dr. Nevius, the Chinese peasants present typical phases of that 
now well-recognized disorder of the nervous system known as hyp¬ 
notism ; that these phenomena in them are readily excited by religious 
emotions; that they apparently follow the same fixed laws as have gov¬ 
erned them among all races and in all times; and that the central phe¬ 
nomenon of this hypnotic state is the so-called double personality. 

The only attempt in Dr. Nevius’s book at what we may call a scien¬ 
tific discussion is in his chapter on the “ pathological theory.” Having 
accepted and swallowed whole the demonological theory, he seems to 
recognize the necessity for differentiating demon-possession from disease 
of the nervous system. In his attempt at differentiation, however, he 
unconsciously but completely gives the whole subject away to the path¬ 
ologists. According to Dr. Nevius, the chief differentiating points of 
demon-possession are (1) the automatic presentation and the persistent 
and consistent acting out of a new personality; (2) the evidence of 
knowledge and intellectual power not possessed normally by the subject; 
(3) change of moral character (which practically is the same as change 
of personality). The psychiatrist will see at a glance in the lata for this 
“differentiation” the familiar stigmata of hypnotism. The so-called 
double personality is the central and most interesting phenomenon of 
hypnotism, and is now so well known that it has even become a part of 
the stock in trade of the average novelist—who, however, as in the case 
of the author of Trilby , exaggerates and abuses it even worse than do 
the missionaries to the Chinese. As for “ new ” knowledge—as, for in¬ 
stance, the faculty of speaking in an unknown tongue—we believe that 
there does not exist an instance in which this alleged power has not 
been found on careful investigation to be but the result of precedent 
psychical states and impressions. It is significant in this connection that 
this alteration of personality was so realistic in these remote and densely 
ignorant Chinese provincials that it gave the vivid impression that the 
victims were really possessed by personalities not their own, and that 
this impression was bo strong that it completely deceived an educated 
man like Dr. Nevius and converted him to a belief in peregrinating 
devils. Surely no stronger or more unique proof can be needed of the 


day. 

The 



454 


REVIEWS. 


genuineness and completeness of these hypnotic manifestations! But if 
the distinguishing marks upon which Dr. NeviuB relies for “ differentia¬ 
tion ” are identical with the symptoms of hypnotism, what becomes of 
his differentiation? 

The major portion of Dr. Nevius’s book is made up of a curious dia¬ 
lectic by which he attempts to show that there is only one explanation 
for these phenomena, and that that lies in the theory of possession by 
devils. In thi3 attempt the author has resorted, rather indiscriminately, 
to a variety of writers, only a few of whom can be considered of first- 
class authority as specialists in neuro-pathology. Apparently because 
these writers cannot explain profound psychical changes in simple ele¬ 
mentary terms, Dr. Nevius thinks that he is justified in explaining them 
by the crudest and most unintelligible of all theories—the theory of 
demons. No reference whatever is made to the modern French school, 
whose studies have so well illustrated the mutual relations of hysteria 
and religion, and whose investigations certainly cannot be left out of 
account in an inauiry of this kind. Dr. Nevius does not seem even to 
have known of tnese writers. 

This book is a reversion to a lower plane of culture than fortunately 
now prevails. The only explanation for it is to be found in the self- 
evident, but lamentable, fact that Dr. Nevius, instead of converting the 
heathen, was perverted by them. Such a book would be impossible for 
any man who bad not himself been far removed for a long period from 
the best civilizing influences. When Christian educated ministers lead 
in Buch a demoralizing witches’ Sabbath as is depicted in this book, then 
does the gap between orthodox theology and pure science seem wide in¬ 
deed. The influence of the book cannot but be wholly bad: those who 
believe in its conclusions will be injured in their most vital intellectual 
parts, while those who do not believe in them will be repelled, not only 
from the book itself, but from much that it is supposed to represent. In 
conclusion we can only ask, Are these the men who are to convert China, 
and are these the doctrines for the sake of which China is to be con¬ 
verted ? J. H. L. 


A Manual op Modern Surgery, General and Operative. By John 

Chalmers Da Costa, M.D. Pp.720. Philadelphia: W.B.Saunders, 1894. 

In a book of over 700 pages the author presents the fundamental 
principles, the operations, and the accepted methods of modern surgery. 

The excellent order is followed of presenting the subjects of bac¬ 
teriology, inflammation and repair, the surgical fevers, terminations of 
inflammation, and the general traumatic infectious diseases, including 
septicaemia, pyaemia, erysipelas, tetanus, tuberculosis, and syphilis. 

There then follows a chapter upon morbid growths, contusions, and 
wounds. Having disposed of these general pathological conditions, the 
author presents the various surgical diseases in a regional way. First, 
the heart and bloodvessels, followed by diseases of the bones and joints, 
muscles, tendons, and bursze; diseases and injuries of the nerves, diseases 
and injuries of the head, surgery of the spine, respiratory organs, diges¬ 
tive tract, diseases and injuries of the abdomen, of the rectum and anus, 
of the skin, the nails, and lymphatics of the genito-urinary organs. 
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Then there is a chapter upon anaesthesia and anaesthetics, burns and 
scalds, a chapter upon bandages, and one upon plastic surgery, and the 
manual closes with a chapter upon asepsis and antisepsis. 

It will thus be seen that the whole ground of surgery, beginning with 
bacteriology and pathology, ib completely covered. 

To review this manual in detail would be a task of little value to those 
desirous of a knowledge of the book. It is only necessary to say that 
the author has presen'ed concisely and accurately the principles of 
modern surgery, and that he has suggested so clearly variety in treats 
ment that there is no confusion in the student’s mind as to the advisa¬ 
bility of this or that method. 

The only criticism of importance which it seems should be made is 
that the chapter upon orthopedic surgery is lacking in the knowledge of 
details of treatment, which is only too often found to be the case in the 
writings of the general surgeon upon orthopedic subjects. The chapter 
upon fractures is excellent. There has long been needed just the con¬ 
cise and careful description of each fracture, coupled with a description 
of its proper care, that we find in this admirable chapter. It would be 
satisfactory if, instead of presenting the illustrations with the bandages 
applied, the splints had been shown in position uncovered by the bandage. 
The chapter upon bandaging is excellent. 

The book, therefore, as a whole, is a valuable one, and will be found 
of great service to those for whom it was intended. The consideration 
of the treatment of the various surgical diseases is most excellent and 
practical. This is a book which can be recommended to students in 
their school-work and hospital service, and is of great value to the 
general practitioner for ready reference. C. L. S. 


La Therapeutique des Tissue- Compendium des Medications par 
les Exteaits d’Oeoanes Animaux. Par Ie Db. M. Bba. Pp. xxxi. 
624. Paris: G. Rothschild, 1895. 

The Therapeutics of the Tissues. 

■ Six years have passed since Brown-S6quard startled the members 
of the Paris Biological Society by the recital of his personal experience 
with testicular fluid. The method of Brown-S6quard as presented in 
this substantial volume can neither be characterized as the “ delusion of 
a senile mind,” nor do we believe that the author would wish it to be 
designated as “ the most important discovery of the century.” Of the 
various titles to be found on the title-page we prefer the subtitle “ Com¬ 
pendium of Medications by Extracts of Animal Organs,” because it more 
accurately describes the book than “ The Method of Brown-S4quard,” 
“ A Treatise of Histotherapy,” or “ The Therapeutics of the Tissues.” 
The volume is a compendium of the results of physiological experiment, 
clinical observation, and personal experience. At the outset we find 
letters and prefaces by Constantin Paul, Mendel, Ewald, Bruns, Era- 
minghaus, and Byrom Bramwell, before we come to the preface proper by 
the author These letters are guarded, chiefly devoted to the commen¬ 
dation of the plan of the work or to the results obtained by the admin- 

TOL. 110, HO. 4.—OCTOBER, 1835. 30 



